
 

 

 
 

U.S. STATUTES 

 

Title 18, U.S.C., Section 241  --  Conspiracy Against Rights  

This statute makes it unlawful for two or more persons to conspire to injure, oppress, 
threaten, or intimidate any person of any state, territory or district in the free exercise or 
enjoyment of any right or privilege secured to him/her by the Constitution or the laws of the 
United States, (or because of his/her having exercised the same).  

It further makes it unlawful for two or more persons to go in disguise on the highway or on 
the premises of another with the intent to prevent or hinder his/her free exercise or 
enjoyment of any rights so secured.  

Punishment varies from a fine or imprisonment of up to ten years, or both; and if death 
results, or if such acts include kidnapping or an attempt to kidnap, aggravated sexual abuse 
or an attempt to commit aggravated sexual abuse, or an attempt to kill, shall be fined under 
this title or imprisoned for any term of years, or for life, or may be sentenced to death.  

 

Title 18 U.S.C. Section 242  --  Deprivation of Rights Under Color of Law  

This statute makes it a crime for any person acting under color of law, statute, ordinance, 
regulation, or custom to willfully deprive or cause to be deprived from any person those 
rights, privileges, or immunities secured or protected by the Constitution and laws of the 
U.S. (Emphasisi added.)   

This law further prohibits a person acting under color of law, statute, ordinance, regulation 
or custom to willfully subject or cause to be subjected any person to different punishments, 
pains, or penalties, than those prescribed for punishment of citizens on account of such 
person being an alien or by reason of his/her color or race.  

Acts under "color of any law" include acts not only done by federal, state, or local officials 
within the bounds or limits of their lawful authority, but also acts done without and beyond 
the bounds of their lawful authority; provided that, in order for unlawful acts of any official 
to be done under "color of any law," the unlawful acts must be done while such official is 
purporting or pretending to act in the performance of his/her official duties. This definition 
includes, in addition to law enforcement officials, individuals such as Mayors, Council 
persons, Judges, Nursing Home Proprietors, Security Guards, etc., persons who are bound 
by laws, statutes ordinances, or customs.  

Punishment varies from a fine or imprisonment of up to one year, or both, and if bodily 
injury results or if such acts include the use, attempted use, or threatened use of a 
dangerous weapon, explosives, or fire shall be fined or imprisoned up to ten years or both, 
and if death results, or if such acts include kidnapping or an attempt to kidnap, aggravated 
sexual abuse or an attempt to commit aggravated sexual abuse, or an attempt to kill, shall 
be fined under this title, or imprisoned for any term of years or for life, or both, or may be 
sentenced to death.  



 

 

 

Title 42 U.S.C. Section 1981. Equal rights under the law  

  
(a) Statement of equal rights.   
   All persons within the jurisdiction of the United States shall have the same right in every 
State and Territory to make and enforce contracts, to sue, be parties, give evidence, and to 
the full and equal benefit of all laws and proceedings for the security of persons and 
property as is enjoyed by white citizens, and shall be subject to like punishment, pains, 
penalties, taxes, licenses, and exactions of every kind, and to no other.   
(b) ''Make and enforce contracts'' defined.   
   For purposes of this section, the term ''make and enforce contracts'' includes the making, 
performance, modification, and termination of contracts, and the enjoyment of all benefits, 
privileges, terms, and conditions of the contractual relationship.  
(c) Protection against impairment.  
   The rights protected by this section are protected against impairment by nongovernmental 
discrimination and impairment under color of State law.  
 
Title 42 U.S.C. Section 1983. Civil action for deprivation of rights  

Every person who, under color of any statute, ordinance, regulation, custom, or usage, of 
any State or Territory or the District of Columbia, subjects, or causes to be subjected, any 
citizen of the United States or other person within the jurisdiction thereof to the deprivation 
of any rights, privileges, or immunities secured by the Constitution and laws, shall be liable 
to the party injured in an action at law, suit in equity, or other  proper proceeding for 
redress, except that in any action brought against a judicial officer for an act or omission 
taken in such officer's judicial capacity, injunctive relief shall not be granted unless a 
declaratory decree was violated or declaratory relief was unavailable. For the purposes of 
this section, any Act of Congress applicable exclusively to the District of Columbia shall be 
considered to be a statute of the District of Columbia. 

 
 


